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President’s Message 

    On June 22, 2024, Anita Vandermark, long standing member of the Historical  
Society of the Walden and Wallkill Valley Historical Society, passed away. Anita 
held many positions throughout her years in the Historical Society – President, 
Vice President, and Program coordinator – to name a few. 
    Anita will always be remembered for her grace, her attention to details, her  
friendliness and her love of the Historical Society.  I will always appreciate her  
unwavering support and faith during my presidency of the Historical Society. 
    The Historical Society has received numerous generous  memorial contribu-
tions in memory of Anita.  We thank Anita’s many friends for remembering her. 

In Memoriam 
Board of Trustee Member - Anita Vandermark 

 

 

To stop the British invasion of the New England colonies during the American Revolution, Peter Townsend  

manufactured a Great Chain for the Continental Army at Sterling Forest.  It was placed across the Hudson River  

at West Point.  

Please join Doc Bayne for a presentation on how he discovered the forge that made the Great Chain in Sterling 

Forest.  Doc will share the history of the iron industry that started in 1736 at Sterling Forest, and how the Ster-

ling Forge was used to create the Great Chain that was placed across the Hudson River at West Point.  

Please join the Historical Society on 

Sunday, October 20 at 2 PM 

The Chain that Saved the Colonies 

Bradley Assembly Room 

Walden Municipal Building 

Doc Bayne, a former Park Ranger and Environmental Educa-
tor, is currently President of the Friends of Sterling Forest 
State Park. He has spent many years researching the iron 
forges in Sterling Forest. 

Links from the original chain are on display at Trophy Point.  Did you know that souvenir replicas were sold 

in the 1890’s to museums and others who thought they were buying the real article?  Doc Bayne will tell you 

all about it. 

Historic Maps 



Programs: Fall 2024 
 
Sept 14    - Hudson Valley Ramble – Walden Monument Walking Tour, noon to 4 pm Walden House 
                   MAP Silent Auction Sep 14 & 15th, 12 to 5 pm Shafer House 
 
Sept 19    - The Walden Woman's Club and the History of the Village of Walden in the early 1900’s 
                         7 pm at the Walden House. Village Historian Mary Ellen Matise 
 
Sept 24    - Franco’s Pizzeria– Dining to Donate fundraiser, eat in or take out,  5pm to 9 pm 
                            Coupon required – available at thewaldenhouse.org  or Walden Library 
 
Sept 28    - Walden Harvest Fest -Village Square  — 10am to 4pm 
 
Oct 20     - General Meeting – Guest Speaker – “Doc” Bayne, 3rd floor of Municipal Building 2pm 
                                                  The Chain Across the Hudson  
 
Oct 29     - Franco’s Pizzeria– Dining to Donate fundraiser, eat in or take out,  5pm to 9 pm 
                            Coupon required – available at thewaldenhouse.org  or Walden Library  
 
Nov 8     - Fundraiser, Lisa Morrison, Psychic/medium – 7 pm to 9 pm, $50.00/person Walden House 
 
Nov 20   - General Meeting – speaker TBA, 7 pm 
 
Nov 26   - Franco’s Pizzeria– Dining to Donate fundraiser, eat in or take out,  5pm to 9 pm 
                            Coupon required – available at thewaldenhouse.org  or Walden Library 
 
Dec 8     - Christmas Tea & Open House   1pm – 4 pm 
 
Dec 31   - Franco’s Pizzeria– Dining to Donate fundraiser, eat in or take out,  5pm to  9 pm 
                            Coupon required – available at thewaldenhouse.org  or Walden Library  

Walden Monument Walking Tour 

SAT — Sept 14, 2024 

12 NOON 

Jacob T Walden 

House 

34 No Montgomery St 

Learn about Walden’s 
history from the stories 
told by our many monu-
ments.  This tour, devel-
oped by our trustees, 
Nancy Phelps and Mary 
Ellen Matise is a family 
friendly rain or shine 
event that includes a 
slide program for those 
with mobility concerns. 

She’s Back…. 



We can’t thank you enough 

for our “new” roof !!! 

President Barbara Imbasciani presented 
Robert Glas representative of Max Home 
Improvement with Schrade Commemora-
tive knives as a token of appreciation for 
himself and the owners of Max Home Im-
provement,  Julio and Oscar. 



The backbone of every organization and the key to its survival is an active 

membership.                                                                                                            

Please consider joining the Walden Historical Society...keeping the history of 

our community alive. 



Please use this coupon to support our supporters... 

Pomeroy Foundation Award 
 
 The Historical Society applied for and was awarded a Historical Transportation Marker rep-
resenting the Trolley Interurban Line that ran from Walden to Newburgh.  The historic marker will 
be dedicated this Fall.  The placement of the marker will be on the Boulevard along the old trolley 
route. This is the 12th historical marker placed in the Village of Walden...do you know where the   
others are? 

Gravestone cleaning at the Wallkill Valley Cemetery 
 
On May 11th,  the Historical Society in conjunction  
with the Wallkill Valley Cemetery offered a work-
shop on Gravestone cleaning.  The class covered the 
safest way to clean a stone using the correct solution 
and tools.   
 
Each person was given a worn and weathered stone 
to clean.  The before and after pictures are amazing.     
Individuals can use this information to clean other  
stones of their choice. 
 
Watch for future workshops on our FaceBook page 
and our website https://www.thewaldenhouse.org. 
 

 

Visit our booth at WALDEN HARVEST FEST...Saturday, Sept 28th 

in the Square 

The Society will have historical items for sale. 

Books, postcards, Schrade Commemorative knives and more... 



The Historical Society has a collection of Vintage Wall Maps that we are making available for sale by  

Silent Auction.  Viewing of the maps is scheduled for September 14 and 15, 2024 at the Shafer House.  

There will be reserve bids listed for each map.  Final decision on map sales will be September 15, 2024.  

Below are the maps that are available.  For further information and to receive a complete list which        

includes size and condition, please contact Barbara Imbasciani via email at — magic318@hvc.rr.com or 

phone 845-220-6606. 

1. Mitchell’s New National Map Exhibiting the United States and North America 1858 

2. Mitchell’s New National Map Exhibiting the United States and North America  1859 

3. Map of Sullivan County, New York  1856 

4. The State of New York, Geological Land Patents  1860 

5. Map of Orange and Rockland, New York  1859 

6. Map of Orange and Rockland, New York  1859 

7. Farm Map of the Town of Montgomery, Orange County  1862 

8. Farm Map of Goshen Town, Orange Co. New York  1861 

9. Farm Map of the Town of Crawford, Orange Co, New York  1863 

10. Map of the County of Ulster, Land Patents  1829 

11. Map of the State of New York with parts of adjacent Country  1834 

12. US and World  

13. Map of Ulster Co, New York  1858 

14. New York with parts of the States of Pennsylvania, New Jersey  1825 

15. Map of Delaware County, New York  1856 

16. Map of Ulster Co, New York  1858 

17. New Map of that portion of North America Exhibiting the United States and Territories  1854 

18. Map of Ulster Co, New York  1858 

19. National County and Township Map of New York  1915 

20. Town of Montgomery  1862 

Town of Montgomery Farm map, 1862, above. 

Ulster County, 1858, left. 
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We Have a New Roof!!! 
 For those of you who do not know the story of our new roof – Let me give you 
the short version. 
 In the spring of 2023, the Wallkill Valley Times featured an article about the 
Historical Society of the Walden and Wallkill Valleys’ continued efforts to raise mon-
ey for the future replacement of the roof on the Jacob T Walden House.  The president, 
Barbara Imbasciani - I received a call from a Robert Glas from MAX Home Improve-
ment, with an offer of the donation of a new roof at no expense to the Society.  Being 
very skeptical of the offer – we agreed to meet at Walden House and discuss.  Much to 
my surprise – Robert showed up for the meeting and the details were discussed.  MAX 
Home Improvement was offering to replace the roof on the Walden House at no ex-
pense to the Historical Society.  I was still skeptical.  The Board of Trustees discussed 
the offer at length.  We did our homework regarding checking their references. We 
spoke to other roofers.  We met the owner of MAX Home Improvement and his work-
ers.  They always showed up when we were scheduled to meet. 
After much conversation among the Trustee members, we decided to accept their of-
fer.  By late summer of 2023 the paperwork – building permits, etc. was in the works.  
It was decided to use a synthetic shingle called EcoStar – it will last for at least 50 
years.  Once everything was approved by the Village it was fall of 2023.  Then we 
waited for a space in their schedule and a good week of weather.    While we waited 
for our construction spot opening in  the schedule, we were in frequent touch with the 
company, ie Robert Glas. 
 In April of 2024, we were getting hints that the job would be happening soon.  
Materials were delivered and EcoStar shingles arrived.  On May 6th, the job was start-
ed.  On May 6th, there were about 2 dozen men working on the demolition of the roof – 
but it was covered with plywood by that night.  May 7th, the work continued and by 
May 13th we had shingles.   
 The roof that MAX Home Improvement put on the Walden House is beautiful. 
Not only is it attractive but it still looks like cedar shakes. As of this date, there is a 
little bit of finishing work to be done. We will be getting new gutters to replace the old 
ones, a soffit to the rear of the building needs to be finished and a little bit of spackling 
repair in the upstairs room needs to be done. 
 On behalf of the Trustees and members of the Historical Society of the Walden 
and Wallkill Valley – THANK YOU.  There is really nothing else we can say but 
THANK YOU. 


