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The Indians who first feasted with
the English colonists were far more
sophisticated than you were taught
in school. But that wasn’t enough to
save them BT CHARLES C. MANN

N MARCH 22, TH2T, a Native Amenican delega-

rion walked theough whar 55 now soathern MNew

England ro meet with o group of foregmers who

had rakea over a receatly deserted Tnidian setthe-
meni. Ar the head of the party was an uneasy trismirare;
Maszsasodr, the sachem (policical-milivary leader) of the
Wampanoag ¢onfederation, a lopse coalition of several
dizen villnges that controlled most of soatheastern Massa
cluasetis Samoset, sachem of an allied group to the north;
anid Tispiantum, a dovasted captive, whom Mawsasoie had
brought along only reluctanth as an interpreter.

Massaiodt was an adrodt politician, but the dilemma he
faced would have tested Machiovelli. Abowt five year before,
mast of his subjects had fallen before g teoribile calamicy
Whole villages had been depopulared. It wes all Massasoir
coubd do to hold togeches the remnanes of his people. Adding
to his problems, the disssver hod not touched the
";";-.J.:I‘l.pu.l‘tnug‘s k:ng_;tiuu encmics. the ."'n'.l.rragamr.'l.t allinmee o
the west. Soan, Mescrods Feared, they would rake sdvantage of
the Wampanoag's weakaess und overrun chem, And the only
solution he could see was fraught wich penils of s own, be-
cause it invalved the foreigners— people from acros the sca

Ewropeans had been visiting New England for at keast a
ceatury. Shorter than the Natives, oddlly dressed and ofien
unhearably dirry, the pallid foreigners had peculisr blue eves
that peeped out of bristhy, animal-like hair char encased cheir
faces. They were irnitatingly garmabous, prone o firs of chi-
canery & often surpisingly incompetent ar what seemed
to Indians like hasic rasks. Bur they also made usefol and
beautiful poods —copper kevtes, glirtening cobored glass and
steel knires and hatchess —unlike anything else in Mew Eng-
kand. Moreover, they would exchange these valuable items
for the cheap furs thar che Indiass used as blankers
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Urver timc, the Wampanoag, like other Natve societics in
comstal New England., had leamed how o manage the Faro-
woidhd alboew therr vissoes po stay ashods anby for briel, cane-
fﬂymmm&dmuﬂhuﬁu:uﬁnmﬂ:}dﬂmk“!-
eoene were forcefully remanded of the bmived durstion of La-
dien Tsospiralite At the same time, the Wampanoag fended
off Incians From the mienaor, preventlng them fron orasding
ety weith the fondgaess. In this way thi shoreBine groupd
had pot ehemselbres in the position of classic middlemen,
oversreing both European acoess fo Indian products and 15
ilian scoess vo Evropesn proshacts. Mo, reversing long stand-
ing policy, Massasoit had decided o permit the newcomers
i sty for an unlimited vme — prossdad they farmally ofled
with the Wampanoag agamst the Marragansesr,

Tisquanturn, the interpreter, had turmed up at Massasoic’s
howmee & year and a half hefore. He spoke: fluens English, bocavse
he had lived for several yess in Britain. But Massasoit worried
that in 2 crisis Tsgquantum might side with the forcigrens.
Sarnaiset— the third member of the trmmmiraie — had sppeared
a few weeks belore, having hitched a ride from his home in
Maine on an Eaglich shep thor was pdynag the coast, Becaase
Rarnevasi alsn |.|;u;|1|.ll l.:l:h'l:rﬁl.d'b. Mlzeiringi husd fimt sesi his
i Tiscpuzmbemm, bo et with the forelgner

e March v, 1621, Samost husd walked unaceosapanied asd
uengarrsedl e thee carche of rudle bues inowhich the Beirish were
levirgg, The colomdins saw o podmse, erpct-prsnind man wearing
ondy & boincloth, his straighe black hair wis shavesd i frong bt
florwnd diorwn hin ghowideclers behand, "B thir amamermont, this al
s naked man grectedd them in beoken bue understandal::
English. He kefi the nesr moming with a fow preseats, retam-
kg a day |laver with e “rall proges men” — in colonist Edweard
Winshow's words —with three-mch black smipes pamsed down
the mididle of their faces, The two sides talked mcanchisteely
cach checking our the other, for a few hours,

Mo an the aznd, wich Maesassoie sod the rest of the In-
dhian company hidden from view, Samoset and Tisquantem
walked into the foreigners’ ramshackle base. They spoke
with the cobonbas fof about ai howr Then, Massssolr and
the rest of the Indian party suddendy appeared ac the crest
oof i reearloy hill, on che basks of o stream, Alaosed, the Ea-
ropians withdrew o hall e che other sade of the stream,
wherr they hud emspliced their few cannons Tekind o hali-
Finished stockade. A standoff ensued.

Finally Whnabow exhilated the docisiveness that lages led
i has selecrion as cobomy governor. Wearmg a full suit of
armar and carrying a wwonl, be waded through the stroam
and offercd himscli & a hostage. Massasoics brother took
charge of Winslow, and rhen Massasoir crossed the warer
hirtsell Followed by Tiscpanmvam amil 20 of Massasoir's men,
all wnarmesd. The colonists tonk the sachen to an undinished
house and gave him some cushions on which to recline.
Both sides shared some of the forcignens’ homemade moon-
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shire and settled down to calk, Tisgeantam ransdating.

Massasoit wore the seme deorskim shands and loggings as his
fiedbows and, like theim, had eovered his faoe with bug-repeliing
ofl and reckfish pusple dye. Around his meck heng 2 pouch of to-
bacco, g bong knife and & thick chain of the priced whiee shell
beads called wampam. In appearance, Winsdow wiote after-
w‘nﬂ.]‘lem'i.v:q‘l!.-tjmiu hhmmmuhltlmdh
grave of countenance, and spare of speech,” The Europeans,
whi had harely survived the previous winter, were in muach
wisrse shape, Hlalf of the oeiginl colony now lay undergrouned
ek wewsien imsderns pasneed with deach’s heads; most of
the survivies wene malnoariibed. The mocting between the
Wampanoag and the Eaglesh colonssss marked & critecsl mo-
et i American hissory

e

“A FRIENDLT INDIAN "

HE FOREIGNERS called their colony Phrmoth;

they themselves were the famous Pllgrims. As

schoobchibdren leam, ar thar meering che Pilgrims

ohitsined the services of Tisquantum, usually
known as Squanto. In the 1970s, when 1 strended high
schiol, & popular history text was Aarorica Fr Propde awd bal
wer, Nesrled amoag colorhal ilustrarions of colondal life wasa
suecinet explasarion of Tisquanium’ rokie:

A fricnifly Inalian names Scpanin lelped the colonists. He
showrad them berw to pling eoem and bose oo live on the sdge
ol the wildernizs. A soliier, Cape. Miles Seendish, taught the
Pilarims bow to cefend ehermsehves sgainsn nafriendly Indins.

My teacher explained that madse was unfamiliar to the P2
grims and rhat Squanto hed demonstrages the proper wany to
plant it — sticking the soed inlittle heaps of diry, sccompanded
by b s and squash thar would liter rwine themsehes up the
tall sralles. And he told the Pitl;l:im'l in fertilire the Il:uirh}'
buerying, fish alomgssde the maiee seeds. Following this sdvice,
e reacher said, the colbomists grew so much mesze that it be-
carme the centerpiece of the firse Thanksgrring. In our slip-
shiwd Eshion, we stodents ook noses,

Thee saciry i Awwericar Sy Propile amd Vadwes iin't wrong, so Bt
as ot guoes, Bt thee impeessson i gives is encircky misleading,

Tisuantum wai critical to the colony’s sarvival. He
moved to Plymouth after the crocial meeting and spent the
rest of has fife there, durng which time be indeed tpught the
Pilgrims agriculoaral methods, though some archacologises
believe Tispuantum picked np the idea of fish fersilizer from
European farmers, whe had aped the technigue sinoe me-
lieval times, Hur Amersice ltr Ponple amd Vialues never explains
why he 30 enthisiastically helped the pecple who had in-
vaded his homeland. Skipping over ssch complesates i un-
derstandable in @ book with Emisted space, The kick of sioes-
tion, however, is sympromatic of s larger faibore wo consider



Indian motives, ar even that Indians might beor muotives.

Much rthe same is trise of the alliance Matsasodt megotisr-
ed with Plymouth. From the Indian poine of wiew, why did
lse abes i87 The slliance was successful from the shore-run
Wampanoag pesspective, for it helped oo hold off the Ner-
ragansetn, But it was a dissszer from the point of vice of TNiew
England Indian socicty as & whaole, because it ensured the
survival of Phymouth Colooy, which spearheaded the grest
wave of British immigration o New England. All of this was
uhscnt aot onky from my high-school cextbaoks, but from
the academic acoounts they were based on.

This omission dees hack oo the Pilgrims themselves, wha
ascribe] the lack of effective Matbve reskstance to the will of
Grod. "Dhivime providence,” the colonist Diunid Gookin wrote,
favored “the quict and peaceable seedement of the English.”
Liases writers temiled to anribate Fusopean success to Euro-
pean rechnalogy In a contest where oaly one side had rifles
mnd cannnns, historans saikl, the oeher shile’s matives were i
relevant, By the end of the 1oth century, the Indeans of the
Mortheast were thoupht of as rapidly fading backgeound de-
taids. in the sags of the rise of the Unimed States —“rasgeal
peophe who were losers i the cnd.”™ as James Asxeell iaf ehe Col-
legge: ool W¥illinm and Mary dryly pu it in an mierview with me.,
Vietmm Was-cra denunclations of the Pilgrine as imperialis
oo sucst simply replicated the error in a new form, Whether
the cavse was the Pilgrim Grod, Pilgrim gurs or Pilgrim greed,

Cowmae 1R Durshadn conduail, the Warmpshos) indismn® slisice with the
Masuschistatl amd Nauset against the rival Nasraganoatt would prove fatehil

Wative loases were foreordabned; Tdians could not have
stopped colonization, in this view, and they bandly tried.

kh@ﬁqhﬂtw.mwhﬁ.ﬁﬂﬂ
this view: *Indians were seen gg irivial, imeffectual paees,” MNeal
Salishiary o hissorian at o bkl e, "ot thut assaimnp-
tane — & whiole coatinent of patsses — smply chidn’t make sense.”
Sasilury anl ather reseaschers tried to peer throsgh the colorial
recanchs o the ladian fves beneath, Their work fed o rsunami of
inepay into the interaction bevween MNathes and newoomess in
the era when they Bxced cach other ss relative equals.

"When you kook ar dhe histosical rocoed, ic's clear thag Tndi-
an wore trying o eoatral thelr oon destinies,” Salishary sid.
“Amd often enough they seccoeded” —only 10 learn, as &l peo-
jples dis, ehist the consequences were not what they expeeted.

&

THE DAWNLAND

ORE THAN LIKELY Tisquuntuem wus not the

name he was grven at barth. In that pare of the

Bostheast, pgramrun refermed oo oge, cape-

cially the rage of memrtoa, the world- aiffusing
spieritual power st the heant of eoasesl Indiond” religious be-
Biefs. When Tisquantum spprosched the Pil-
grims and pebenitified himself by that sobrs-
e, it was a3 i he had stuck out his hand
andl said, Hello, I'm the Winth of God.

Mo did Tisquantum think of himsel as
an *Indian,” any more than the inhalints
o the same prea today woald call themsehs
“Wesrern Hemisphoreans.” As Tlsquantm’s
later hiseory would make clear, he regnrded
himself first and foremose as 4 citizen of
Patuet, ame of the decen or so shoneline set-
tements in what 18 now eastern Masssc -
petts afidl Bhode Taland that macle ap the
Wampannag tonfederation. The Wampan-
wag, bn turm, were pare of an alisnce with the
Mmser, which comprised sorse §0 grisips an
Cape Cod, and the Massachusert, several
dozen villages clustered aroumsl Massachao-
seres Bay All of thise poopls spoke vanants
of Massschusert, 8 member of the Algon-
spuian Bunggoage family, the biggest in eastern
Muorh America at the time. In Massachu-
sett, the name for the New England shore
was the Dawnland, the place where the sun
ronse. The mbabitants of the Dawnland were
the People of the First Light

Ten thousand vears agn, when Induns in
Mesoamerica snd Peru were inventing agn-
culture and coalescing mito villages, New
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England was bavely inhabited, for the excellent reason chat it
had been covered watil relatively recently by an ice sheet o
maile thick. As the sheet recreated, people showly moved in,
ﬂmghlhtnruﬁ.lq:mhrde.dmimﬂhﬁ,upmll]e
Iy alemyg the coastline. Becanse rising ses levels continually
Boosdesl the shore, marshy Cape Cod didd not fully lock i
is contemporary configurstion unril abour 1000 ne, By that
time the Diaurndand had evalved inpo something more sttrac-
e an ecological crazy quilt of wet maphe feeas, shellRdh-
suclded ndal esoearies, thick highband wocds, mossy bogs of
cranberries and orchids, complex snarli of sandbarcs and
beachfront, and firc-sweps stands of pitch pine—"tremen-
dous variety even within the conspass of a few mikes,” in the:
phrase of ecological hivioran William Cronon.

By the end of the frs millenndum 4.0, agriculoone was
sprending rapsdy ard the reghon wis bocoming a paiclwork of
commuanatics, cach with its prefesred termin, way of sabsistence
and culrural sevie. Scatsesed abast the mam likes, ponds and
swamps of the cold wplands were small, mobile groups of
biinsters snd gatherers. Mo b recenly adopeed agriculbnme or
wrre s 10 i e, It caltivated crops were st o secondary
searce of food, 2 supplement m the wild produces of the kand.
Piew Tl imajor crves walloys., by contrese, beld lege, per-
manent villages, many nestled in constellations of suberban
lamilets gnd mting camps. Because cxteasive Gelds of nuadee,
Tsrgena mevd I:I'I.Id'l..lml!lidﬂﬂ'_" I'lnmq,r.hmeurrhﬂm:
sprawler] along the Connecticut, Charkes and other rrver valleys
For imiles, one town bumping up egains the other, Along the
vonast, where Tisquarimum and Massasos Ined, vilkages tencled
h.lh:mﬂ:rlﬂﬂh:n:LLhmg:mhl[mm.

Unlike the opland humners, the Tedians on the reers and
coastline did noe poam the land; asost shoreline families
woukd move a r5-minutc walk inland, 10 svoad dimect cxpo-
sure towiner stoems and tides. Each village had ivs own dis-
tinct mix of farming and foraging—one sdgscent 1o a rich
opstet bed might phint maizre porely forvarieo; whereas avil-
lage just a few miles awry might subsist almost eatirely on
its harvese, fllng great undenground storapge pits cach fall.
Each community was constantly *joining and splicting like
aquicksilver in s Auid pattern within its bounds,” wrote Kath-
leen | Bragebon, am anchopologise ar che College of Wilkas
andl Mary Sech settlements, she remarked, lave “no name
in the archacological or anchropological Eresaore.”

"SWEET. TOOTHEOME. AND HEARTF"

B THE WAMPANGAG confederation, one of these
quick silver comumunities was Patucet, where Tisguan-
rum was born ar the end of the iich century, Tocked
into the grest sweep of Cape Cod Bay, Patucet sar on
a bow rise shove 3 gmall harbor, jigeawed by sundbars and o

gl !'-'Tl'-lllr-l'lmiiﬂ MECEMEAF fdp|

shallow thae childrens could walk from the beach hundneds
oof yurehs inen the water before it reached their heads. To the
west, e hills marched across the sandy hillocks in paral-
lel eonwsy, Boyond the felds, a mile or more sway from the sea,
e 3 forest of osk, chestmt and hickory; open and pack-Eloe,
the underhresh kepe down by expere annual burndeg, " Ples-
&il ﬂﬁtdﬂmﬂpﬂ.'uﬂmﬁnﬂﬂﬁﬁrxdﬁn’hﬂhhﬂ
area, Patuxer had “much plenty both of Fish and fowl every
day in the _lm'Rhun-l’ipnmin!A.rhnli: slmoan, chase-
naee sturgenn, soniped bass and Asscrican shaxd fAiled the har-
beaie: Buat the most important fish harvest came inlate spring,
when the herring-like alewives swarmed the fas, dhallow
seream chat cut through the viBage.

Tisquantum's chikdhood gt (home) was formed from
arched poles lashed wgether into a dome covered in winter
by rightly woren rush mats and in sumemer by thin sheets of
chestnur bark. A fire burned constanely in the censer, the
smoke venting i hole im the roof The wei's mult-
ple: e of mats, which trappod msulating keyers of sic, wen
"warmer than our English howses,” sighed the colonis
Willizrn Wined, It wus also bews leaky than the typical English
watthe-amd-danb howse. Wood did not conceal his sdmirs-
vion for the way Incian mats “deny entrance o any drop of
raim, though 5t come both fieroe and long,”

Acrcumni the edge of the house were low beds, somctimes
wide eromigh for 3 whole family to sprawl on ogether, they
were usgally raised shoot g foor from the Aoor, platform-
styke, and piled with mats und furs. Going to slcep is the fire-
bight. young Tesquannom would have stared ap g shadows of
hemy bogs and bark boxes hangang from the rafeers. Viices
wowald skeir] up in the darkness: one person singing o lullsly,
then another person, umtl everyone was askeep. In the morn-
ing, when he wolr, big, egg-shaped pots of cors-amd-bean
ik by okl id b oo nhee fire, simmereng with meat, vegetables
or dried fsh to make a slow-cooked dinner stew Chatside, he
wemibd hirse the thads of the largge mortars and pesties n
which women crashed dried malze inm rakabe, a flour-like
poweder *u sweet, toothsome, and hearty” oolonis Gookin
erirvelid, “that as |n|i:r|m|.|m'l1:|mth:‘p:nh noarher
bust this meal.” According to one modern reconstruction,
Dhewenlanel dvets ae che time preraged abour 2,500 calories a
alay, o hbgheer leswed than chose in Eamine-racked Europe.

Pilgrim writers universally reporeed chat Wampanosg
families were chose and loving —more so than English fam-
ilics, some thought. Europeans in those days tended to
view childnen as moving straight from infancy o adulrhonsd
arcand the gge of 7 and oftcn thereupon sent them out o
work. Indian perenis, by contrase, regasded the years be-
fore puberty as a tme of playful development, and chey
kept their affepring chose by unel] they marrigd, Boys Likg
Tisquantum explored the countryside, swam in the ponds
at the wouth end of the I:;u'l.':ru.nlph}i:d:n kel of saceer

CHARERE C MmN, e Boes B Mairadaen, & e dtfier
ar pewatior of fomr prevessr beads, imoleding The Aspirin Wars



with g small leather ball; in summer and fall they
camped out In hues n the fields, weeding the maize
gl chasing awiy birds. Archery began ot age 3. By
aloleicence, bows would make a gaame of shooting st
ach other asnd .'Iru'lpa_gl:lu' 97 W,

The primary goal of Dawaland education was
nu:.idm.s i haracees, Men and womenr were c'rpn.l:zel
to be birave, hardy, hoaest and uncosplaimng. Chat-
terboxes and grasips were frowned upon. “Hae thas
-,'pr,ah'u s lcloen anal nrmnrn,:n.rl'!.'. Izt ng as pl-u-:l s hids
woard, i the only man they love,” Womd repoarted,
When Indian bovs came of age, they spent an en-
tisc winter alone in the foreat, eouipped only witha
bow, hatchet and knife, These methods worked,
Wood added. “Beat them, 'lrhi:p r|1rr.|1,'|'lil1r|1 them,
punch them, if {the Indians) resolve not to Hinch foo
it :ht}'ui.ll mo”

| |1l.|l.|.|.l|ll.1|‘||'=- I:q_a.im::'l wils p:l'l.'lllJEr][l EYEN Mo
rigores than thar of Bis friends, scoording tm Smich
Cislllege’s Salisbury, for (e seems that I was seleeted
o b ome 3 paiesy, 8 kind of coonsclor:bodyguard m
the sachem. To master the art of ignoriag pain,
jrispestrve prseis b eo sabgecs themsebes posuch
cxpeniences i nenning baslegped chrough brambiles.
Anal they fasted often, o lem self-discipline, Afver
spending thesr winter in the soods, pasee candilabes
cam back toan additaoma| vest deinking bareer gon
iam pubce unthl chey vomied, repeating this provessy
over and over

Parumer, like bis neighboning settbements, was pov
crned by a =ac heerm whin enfnered Laws, negnsiated
trealies, comtnlbed rll'll:l.F;Ili.illllE.!. s, eolleeteal ceilmite,
dectared war, provaded for-saidews and orphans, ansd &
located lfarmlandl The Patuxet sachem owed fealty to
the great sschem in the Wampanoag village to the
syt rwess, ami elrough him oo the sachems of the al
Ik cxmndfecliracams ol the Mauses s Cape Cod anif the
Massachuseit around Boston, Meanwhile, the
Warnpanoeg wore civals aned cnemies of the MNarraganset and
Peduunts 1o ehe wiest e the Abenaks to the north

Sixcteenth-cembury Mew Englind was hodme to 1oo,000 Ma-
LivE [_n,-..,;‘i- CIF FTREME, & ﬁp.m,- tlat weas dw.li_:. iri-..r\eams. Nl
of them lved o shore e commnities, where rsimgg momders
wory brpmning to change spriculnane From sn option oo o me
temity These larger settlements r“',lulmd mire cenralires] adl-
inandserwtion nataral resoures like ,p.rud Ll wnial Eree LT
EETESMIE, rhru,lp‘h it seance, meeded m be mamaged. bn conse-
guence, boundaries between groups were beeoming more for
mal. S hems, gven mone poewer and rmore m detend, pashed
agaitint cach other hander Polithcal tenkions were constant
Comsral amd rveries Mew England, according vo the srchacnd-
ogist and ethnohistorian Peter Thomas, was “an cver-chang
ing calkge of persomalimies. alances, plors, rds and cnooan-
tegy whach invabved] overy Inadian [seeilement .7

Adrned comitice was feequent bt broef and mibd by Ewse-

Coastal |nchars Hved in slaborate spttaments (from a 15985 pantng of
&N Algong e village (v predsent-day Morth Caralina) that were graced
by ordecly comfisbds mnd ervdably warm Rinproof Romes

pean standdarcs. The catabyst was wasally the desire to svenge
an insult of gain status, not concuest. Moss battles copsisted
asf laghnning guerrilla rakds in the forest. Attackers slrpped
away ax soon s retribution hed been exacted, Losers quickly
comncerhid their bass of sraous, Woamen and children weere rnely
el B, :hn-ulﬂl. thw were saometimes abducted and forced 1o
s the wactns, Caprund men were often tontuned. Neow ancd
ihien, n.HL,_tu.nI"l.-}c:ui}; slzin foes were scalped, and in cipe
cialby large clashes, slbversancs might meer in the open, & in
FEuropean bartlefickls, though the resulis, Roger Williams,
founder of Rhode Island Coloay, noted, wene “farre less
bloudy, amdd devouring then the cousll Warres of Egrope.”
Inside the seitlement was a worlid of warmth, Family
and familkar csistom, But the world outside, a5 Thomas pug
ir, was “g maze of confesing actions and mdividwals Aghr-
inyg to maintsin en existence in the shadow of change ™
Amid thar was befre the Evropeans showed up.

Smithaonian g
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*BEAUTIFUL OF FTATURE AND BUILD"

RITISH FISHING VESSELS may have reached

Mewtoundland as earky a8 the 1480s and s v the

south soon afies. In 1561, juse nine yesrs after

Calurndsis’ s vovage, the Portaguese advmntuisers
Craspar Caorte-Real abslected more than o Induing from
Hﬂht&uinhlgﬂlqﬂiml,ﬁmmﬂ:ﬂfmuﬁm s Eh-
sonmliment that o s wesrig iteaes From YVemoe: a beao-
ken sword and rwo sibver rings.

The: earlicst weitten descoiption of the People of the Flise
Light way by Giovanni da Vermezann, the Ialian mariner
for-hire commissioned by the king of France in 1523 mo dis-
eover whether one coubd resch Aska by rounding the Amer-
icas to che narth. Sailing north from the Carolinas, he
nbserved rthar the coastline everywhere was “densely popu-
lated,” smoky with Indian bonflres; be could sometimes
amekl the burning hundreds af miles sway, The ship an-
chosed in Narragansett Bay, niar what & now Provebemoe,
Verraezano was one of the first Enropeans the Matives had
seen, perhaps even the s, but the Narragansen were not
intimbdated. Adrost instantly, 20 loog canoes sunmounded
the visitor, Cockidre and ';r.ll:el'tﬂ, the h‘-l.ru'uu.etl
wachem leape aboard: 3 wall, loag hailved man of sbout 4o
with multecodored jewdry dangling st his neck and ears,
*ars beaurifil of staiure and bodld s 1 can possibly describe,”
Vertagsan winte,

Hu reaction was common. Time and cime again Eurs-
peans described the People of the Fiest Light as serikingly
healthy specimens. Eating o nutritious diet, working hard
but not broken by roil, the people of Mew England were
waller amid more robust than ehose who wanred po move
Metive Mew E b W e Wioods vicwad were " more
aminble to behold (thoagh [daesed] only in Adse’s fineavl
than many a compounded Gonraste [Enghsh dandy)] in the
mewest faalsion ™

Essdence magpeers that Tndians teadid tovew Faropeani
with disdain. The Huron in Cintanio, & chagnned missaconary
reparted, thingghe the French possossed "inde itelligencs
in comguiren o themsebes.® Enropeans, [ndians mold ocher
Indians, were physically weak, somally untrosrwosthng atro-
chowsly wgly snd st pldn smelhe (The British and French,
mnfﬂmnhﬂnﬁh-hﬂhiﬂr}ﬁ'uﬁmhﬁm
amazed by the Indian interest in personal hygiene.) A Jesain
reported thar the "savages™ were dispuseed by hasdicerchiefs:
“They sy, we place what is unclean in a fine whirte poce of
linen, and pan it away bn our pockers & something very poe-
s, whide they throw it upon the ground.”

For 15 days Verrazzano and his crew were the Marra-
gansetr’s honooed goests— though the Indeans, Verrazziano
achmarzesl, h:pt ﬂldrmnml:nl':iﬂt after he:n-;ﬂu:

oo Smithsonian ssoswaes FrTT

wailort’ “irkzome clamor” when females came ineo view
Much of che time was spent @ friendly bamer. To the Earo-
peans” confusion, their sieel and chsth did not inierest the
MNarragansett, who wanted so swap only for “lere bells, biue
crystals, and orber trnkers wo par in the car or around the
meck.” On Vermzzano's iwexi ELITH the Maine coast, the
Abenaki did wane steel and cloth — demanded them, in face,
Buar wp north the frbendly webeame had vanished, The Ladi-
ans denied ﬂuﬂﬁhnnpﬂmhﬁmmluﬂ;uﬁlﬁugﬂum
touch el Earopseans, they passed goods back and fosth ona
mope cver the water. As soom as the crew members st over
ithie lase itcens, thee lovals began "showing thear butoocks amd
laisghing™ Mamonel by the Tskane! Verrazesno was baffled
by chis “barbarous® behavior, but the reason for it seems
clean anlike the Marragansets, the Abenski haad long experi-

ASMALL SHIP

URING THE CENTURY sfter Vierrazsami, Eurn-
ANy were u-!u]u wisitors to the Dywnland
uwinally fisheigg, sonsctimes tradeng, occasionally
kidnapping Natives a4 souvenirs. (Verrazrano
Tl ralsbicd o b mself, a boy of abou B By tion, one hds-
torian has estimated, Bngaan alone had aleowt 200 vessels op-
erating off Newioundland and MNew England; hundreds more
came fram France, Spain, Portugeld aml Tealy Wieh striking
uniformity; these mavelers repormed thae New England was
thickly settled and well defended. In tio5 and 1606 Samuel
de Champlain visited Cape Cod, hoping to cstablish a Fronch
base. He abandoned the ides. Too many people alresdy Ined
there. Avear Lager the Beirish nobleman Ferdinendo CGeorges
tried to found & commusity i Maine. It began with mofe
peaple thamn che Pilgrims' leer venrure in Plymooch end was
bttt oeganizod sl supplicd, Moncthcless, the Incal Indi-
ar., namerous and well armed, killed o colonists and drose
the rest hack hoene withdn montha
Tispmantam probably sw Champlin and ether Euno-
pran visitors, but the flrst vime Europeans are knowa to
have affected his life was in the semmer of 1604, A small
ship hove to, sails a-flap. Ot to meet the crew went the
Patiszer. Almose certainly ehe sschem woubd have been of
the party; he would have boen accompanied by his poeess,
inclwding Tisquantum, The strangers” kesder was g aght be-
vond belief: o stocky man, even shorer than most foreign-
ers, with a volominooe red beard that covered w0 msch of
his face thar he beaked to Indian eyes more beast than
haman, This was Capt, Johin Smith of Pocshontas fome. Ac-
cording oo Smich, he had lived an adventurous end glam-
anivus K. As a youth, be claimsed, be had served as a priva-
reer, after which be was captured and enslaved by the



Thrks He escaped and awarded himself ehe rank of caprain
in the semy of Smith, Linet be sctaally became capeain ofa
ship anal traveled to Norch America several times, O chis
occasion he had salled to Maine with reo ships, intending
r hunt whales. The parcy spent two months chasing che
beasts bur failed to catch 2 single one, The fallback plan,
Smith wrote later, was "Fish and Furs.” He assigned mvost
ﬂfll':rmln:nlrhntldrrﬁ:h im nnl:lh.l'p.‘l:ihllel.uhd
up and down the coast with the ather, bartenng for furs.

Diespite Smith's FEI:I.I].i.I.I: sppearance, Tisquantum and
his: fedlonws apparently gave him a vowr, during which he ad-
mired the gardens, orchasds and maize fields, and the
“great troupes of well-proportioned people”™ wading them.
Ar some point a quante] ocowried and bows were drewn,
Smith said, *fortie or fiftie” Patuxer surrounding him, His
sccount i vague, but it seems likely chat the Indians were
hinring ax 3 limir o has stie In any cose, the visic ended
cordially enough. and Smith returned o Maine and then
England. Fie had a map deawn of what he had seen, per-
nmided Pnnce Charles eo loak ar i, and rorried favor wich
him by asking him vo award Bricish names to all the Indi-
an settlements. Then be put the maps in the books he
wrote extolling his adventures. In this way Patuxet ac-
dpeived its English namse, Plymouth, and the reguon became
Enown as New E :

Seith ket his liewrenant, Thomas Hune, bebind in Maine
w0 Findsh loading the other ship wich deied fish. Withowt con-
sulting Smith, Hunt decided to visis Paruset, snd, once therr,
he imvived some Indians oo come aboard. The thought of 2
surnmser day on the foreigness’ vessel must have been tempt-
ing. Several dozen villagers, Tisquantum among them, ca-
nioci wo the ship, Withowt ssamnang or pretest the saslors mried
o shove them into the hokl. The Tndians fought back.
Hunr's men swepe the deck with small-arms fire, creating “s
pieat skaighter.” At ganpaing, Hunr foroed 1o sarvivors, in-
cluding Tisgantam, belowdecks, then saifled with them o
Eﬂﬂplr. SEOPRIE nul'_r once, at l:l:pz Cod, where e kid-
napped seven Mauser.

In Hent's wake, the outraged sachems of the
Wampanoag and Nouset confederacies vowed not oo lee
foreigners rest on their shores again, Because of the
"worthiesse” Hunt, lomented Goeges, the would-be colo-
nirer of Maine, “a warme [was] now new begunne betaeen
the inhabirants of those pares, and us.” Despire European
guns, the Indians’ greater awenslsers, entrenched positions,
knowdedge of the terrain and seper archery made them
iormidsble adversanies. Abous two years after Hune's of-
fenses, a French ship wiecked at the tip of Cape Cod. Irs
coew bailt 3 rade shelter with a defensive wall made from
poles. The Mauser, hidden oside, picked off the sadors
one by one until only fre were left. They capoured the five
and sent them to groups wictimared by European kidnsp-
pers. Anothes French vessel anchored in Boston Harbor ar
showst the same time. The Massachusetr killed everyong
aboard and ser che ship afire.

&

"GoDE GOoD PROFIDENCE"

HE PILGRIMS HAD REFUSED 1o hire the expe-

rienced John Smith as o geide, on the theory thae

theycould simply use the maps in bis ook b con-

sequence, as Smith later erowed, the hapless
Jhﬂ'ﬁwwqrutmrnlfriﬂidwudumﬂnacﬂumﬁxi
good phace oo land, chring which timse sy colemeses biscams
sick arwl clied. Lanelfall ae Parioer did ot end their problems.
Thecolonists had insemded m prodhace thaesr own food, bur had
gl o bring ar cows, sheep. rmsles or horses. (They msy
e had pigs ) T be suse, the Pilgrims had invended o make
most of theis lvelthood not by farming but by corching fish for
mmhﬂ&lﬁ:uﬂrﬂﬁ*nﬂnwhm;
wia useless in Mew England. Ownlly hallof the 103 people on the
My flowrer necsddi: {8 thoough the frst winter

Hierw dlidleven that many sandve? Iin his history af Plymouth
Colony, Governor Williar Bradford himself provides one an-
wwer: mbbing Indian bonses ond groves. The Manygiler howe
oo First ar Cape Cosd. An ammed company of Pilgrims staggened
ouit, Eventually they found & desereed lmilien habirstion. The
sacked homes, looking for underground stashes of food. After
ﬁud.lpnfmmunﬁ_ﬂrmqﬂl}'hﬂﬂhuh&qf
maize back ro the Mayflower, carrying nmsch of the booty ina
I mictal kerrle the nsen bad abio soolen, Aond sane it was Gods
pood providence char we Found this oo, Winslow winte, "For
el we konew not howe we sheidd have done.”

Thee Pilgeinss” lack of preparation was tvpical. Expeditions
froan France and Spain were usually backed by the state, and
penerally staffed by soddiers soosmmed to hand Ining English
vervages, by oontrss, were sbmsost shways funded by veniare cap-
ienlists who hoped for a quick cash-owt, Decades after firt
mueching the Americas, Londan’s venmure capicalises sill had
naat Figered out the Mew England is colder than Britain despive
hﬁ‘ﬁﬂhmﬁﬁmﬂ:nﬂryhﬂnlnm[ﬁm
ke Virgenia, they persssendy selected as coloniss people ig-
norent of farming: the hope of flesing religious persecution up-
permaost in vheir minds, the F'Ell;tu'uulu.,wuunw
Mulriplving the diffscultbes, the vould-be colomisers were ar-
riving in the middle of & sevire, misdiivear drought. famesiown
and the other Visginis foeavs survived on Tadisn charity — they
were “utterdy depesdent and therefore controllabie,” Karen Or-
dahd Kuppermann, 3 Mew York Undversiey hisvoran, s wrie-
e, The same held e for the adventurens in Prmoush,

Inexpersenced im agricubrure, the Pilgrins were also not
wiondspeople, Fhaddbed in their halfi-budly villige ehat first
serrihle winter, the colomivts rarely s the area’s inhabisanss,
excegH for the occasionsl shower of brass- or claw-ripped ar-
rows. Alter February, glimpses and sightings becase morne
frequent. Scared, the Pilgrims hauled five small cannons
Smithsonban 101
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from the ALnTeeer ana emplaced them i a defenstee fore-
Erlrinn.lirrlfmrlﬂl:hr-uirr:: their Arst comracr with In-
diimng weng surprisdmgly well. Wichin davs Tisquannam came
tos seetle among tsem. And then they heard his siories.

No recond survives of Tiquantum's journey scross the Ar-
bamcic, bug Hune— John Smidch's renggade sobordinae, who had
kinlnapped Tisquanium and more than a score of his idlows—
wote] hayve tied o chained and jammed the Indisns into whae-
ever dark corner of the hull was available. Presusmabdy they
were fed from the ship’s cargo of dried fish, Smich cook six
wiwks to cross the Aalanyic 10 England. There i neo reason oo
ﬂﬁijﬁltm.tnq‘fﬂnmmﬁ_’rdﬁnn.imﬂ'ﬂhr
ok s shiip oo Mg, dn Spain's Meciverranesn codse. There
e imtenaded to sell all ofhis cango, inchiding the hamen beings.

Im fact, Himt managed o sell anby o fewr of his captives be-
fioer: hocal Roman Cacholic priescs seized the res—the Spanish
Church sehemenitly opposcd brataliey towand Indians. (In r557
Pope Paul [11 had prochimed that “Indians themselves indeed
wre rrue men” and should not be “deprived of cheir liberry™ and
“reduced to our service like brute snimabs,”) The priests in-
tended o save hnﬁrmhhdﬁh}'mﬁshjlm-
shsvemend, and his soul, by comvertiag hém ro Chirisrianing
thouph it is unbikely they ssccesded in the aper endesvoe In
wmﬂ:ﬁmﬁlmmm.lh:nmhl Fians e
turn home —ar, cathes, w0 ey o retern, He got o London,
where he spaved wich John Slam a shipbuaibder with invest-
ments in Newfoundland. Slany appasencly taught Tisquantism
Emggliech while rmamtaming him as a cunosity im ha room o,
Meapwhile, Trsquantum persosded him o arrange for passage
o MNorth Americs on & fishing vessel. He ended up noa siay
Brtnh fshing camp on the southern edge of Mewfoundland.
It was on che same continent 35 Patues, bur between them
were d thousand miles of rocky coastline amd the Micmac and
Ahenaki alliznces, which were at war with one another.

Becamse traversing chis wndmicndly remritonywoudd be difi-
o, Tisquistum began looking for a ship o take ham o Paus-
mmmmwmmmmﬂ;mz
of Smith's subosdinsres, who was then staying in the same
camg. Diermer contacted Ferdinando Gorges, who despiee his
pievious fnfures retained his interest in the Ametices, end
with Theryussnrm siled back oo England snd e with Goigee
Crimges providesd] Diemasr wich a fresh shap, and afrer noschimg
land im Mlaine, they et ow in May 1600 for Massachuseris.

=

THE EVROPEANS" SECRET WEAPON

HAT TISOUANTUM SAW on his return
stunmed him. From seuthern Maine to
Marmagansett Bay, the coase was ompty—
“utrerdy voic,” Dermer reported. Whar
bl once bien a lene of basy commumaties was now a mess of

I;aE gmllll'ﬂ'mll.m WEC R E AR

tumbledown homes and unvended fields overmin by black-
hm:.hlzrr&mlﬂu hioes and helds were shele.
toins bdesched by che san, Gradualty Dermer’s crew reslized
they were ssiling along the border of 4 cemetery 100 miles
lomg and 4o miles deep, Patuxet had been hit with special
fiorce, Mot 8 singls person remained,

Looking for his kinsiolk, Tisquantum led Dermer on 4
melzncholy march inland. The sectbements they passed lay
empey o the sky bt full of uniended dead. Finally, Tisquan-
tuny's party encountered some survivors, 2 handfl of Bamilics
hlhﬂﬂ\%ﬂ.ﬂp@mhﬂ“ﬂkr}ﬂ
appeared, Dermer wrote, “with & guird of fifric srmed
men” —arl a capstive Fremch sailoe, s sarvivor of the Cape Cod
ka.Ml nHTmm-tuh-ihwem:l.

Une of the shiperecked French sailars had karmed enoagh
Massachuserr i indorm his caprors before dying thar Grod
wimild elesereny them for their misdlecds. The MNaset scnifed an
the threat. Bue the Enropeans carnied a discase, and they be-
questhed it o cheir jailers. Based on acooenss of the symproms,
thie epidemibe was probalhy of viral hepativis, Ekely spread by
mm:mm.#ﬁ;bm& 5{-“.
of the Maine Historic Preservarion Commission, asd Broce [
Speets, ol the Medical Callege of Vieginia The Indians “dieed in
hespes s they lmy in their bouses,” the merchant Thomas Mor.
o obwserved. In cheir panse. the pecenchy indeoned fked from the
dyving, unknwingly canying the discase with them oo soigh-
boring comunitics. Behind them the dead were Sleft for
erorw, kates, snd vermsin o peey upon.” Beglaning in i6uh, the
pestilence ok at lease three years to exchaust itself and killed up
1090 percent oF the people i coosol Mew Englend.

Manuasait ha directly ruled 3 comdsuniny of several thog-
sand peaphe and held swany over a confederanon of 5 many a5
#o00n. N hiis group was reduced 6o people and the cao-
tire confederation bo fewer thin a 1,000, Both the Tdsans
andl the Pilgrims believed thar stckness reflected the will of
celestial forees. The Wampanoag, wrote Salisbure the Smith
histarian, came to the olvious conchasion: “their deities had
alllbed] againsr them.”

Similarly, Governor Bradiord is said o heve artributed the
a0 “the o o of God. ™ whisch “Tevared our begis-
nings™ by “swecping away grear multitudes of the na.
tives . ., that e mdght make room for us.” Leifesd, more
than g0 of the o colanial villages in New Eagland were lo-
cated on Indian communities empried by discase. The epi-
demic, Cronges sl |efi the lnd “withoar any [people] o dis-
rurl or appease our free and peaceable possession thercod,
from when we may jutly conclisde, thas GOT) made the way
oo efiect his work™

Misch as the Lishon carthoquake of 1755, which killed ens
of thoussnds, prompeed spisitial melaise scros Ewrope, the
H:'l.rEr‘hrﬂepi:hﬁcﬂmd:hz Wamnpanmag's sense theie
they liverd im halance with an invelligible workl On copof that,
the musane desth toll crested @ political erisis. Because the
hostility berween the Wampanoag and the neighboring MNas-
ragansett had rescricted conract berween them, the disease



hai not spread o the latter. SNow Slas-
sasoirs peopile were not anly besee by
b, thay e i danger of subjugation.
After learming sl che epedemic,
the distraught Tiupuantem returned
with Dersner to soueheen Maine — the
bt e had been erying vo Gnd no
loenger exisied. Bt he coulifak say with
thie Ewropeans, cithes. Hie cmled up e
rurning to Massachuseris om fpor—the
losinge. sy jomarnesy thirnugh vear-vorm ier-
oy that e had wamted 1o avold. Al
imoest imcvizibhy Thauenmnans was seized
i his pramey home, perhaps beoause of
hiis assackatbon with the hated Eore-
peans, and senn no b assasoin 35 a captive.
Cinece aggvin, Tisaquanium rricd ro alk
b way emit af 3 i, flleng Massasoin's
earswth tales of the Englch, their ciries
and powerhel teclnolsg: Tiaquannam
said, acvordmg o a colonst who Lacw
ham, that of Massasoit “Conld make
[the] English his Fraends then [amy] Ea-
ﬂ'uinynm‘l:-tn[u]ll:uqh'}-"-'—
in other words, the Narmaganscit—
“would be Constrained tobowe o him.”
Mmasoit demurred, apparcntly beop-
ing Tisquantum in a kind of house ar-
resr. Wichin s few months, word came
Il:l..l.l.l‘ﬂ"l}'nfEDa.l.il.ll had sertled at
Patuxer. The Wampanoag chscrved
them i they suffcred through the firss
pusishing winter. Eventually Massasnit
conglsded thar he should ally with
them —compared o the Narragansen,
they were the lesser of rao evib. Sall,
oy when the seed for o transtavos be-
came anaveidshle did be allos Tispgean-
tum i meet the Pigrms,
Massasoir vkl che Pilgrims vhay be
wias willing vo leave them in peace (a
bbutl, o assumes, since driving them
arway wionshd hawe caxed his limiced re-
sousces), Bar in rensen he wanted che
colonists” sssistance with the Narra-
et To the Pigrams, Massasoets mo-
tevw oo ehe ddisal waas clhwioaos: the Endisn
leader wamted pums. “Hae thinks we ny
bee [od]] smme stremgth ko him,” Wisslos
bile b0 them.”
From tuslay’s peripecene, though,
it scems likely thar Massasob had a
subitler plan. Hr probably wanted
maoic to conffont the Marragansett

1oy Senillsonian secoases seen

with the unappetisg prospect of a-
tacking one gromp of Engl people ar
the same timee than thetr main trading
partmets wers ather English people.
Taced with the possihilivy of dsrapi-
fing their favored position as middbe-
men, the Marragansers maghs think
imwice before staging sach an inturmios,
If this interpresation o correet, Mas-
sas0it was Erving to ncorporae the
Pilgrims ingo the web of Nanive poli-
rics. Mar kang hefare, he had expelled
foreigners who staved oo long in
Wampanoag cerritory But with the
cntire conlederation mowr smallers than
one of its former communities, the
bsies inptin secemcd v be po allosr vhe
Pelgrams o remain. Tr wouldd marm oor
to e dleastic, cven facal, decision,

F—ry

FIRST THANKSGIFING

TECPUANTLU AL worked hard
v perive his value o the
Pilgrims. e was 0 suc-
cediful that when same
anri-Firinish Indians abstseved him, the
colomists sent out a military expeds-
tion to ge him back. Mever did the
meweomers aik themselves why he
migh be making himself cssenial Bul
from the Pilgrims’ accounts of their
dealings wich him, the answer Shems
clear: the altermatioe to staying = Ply-
mouth was returning 1o Alasseumn and
renewed captivicy
Recognieing that the coloniits
wionkdl bee unlikely 1o keep him aroumd
forever, Thupasnmuem decided vo gather
togecher the few Mative survivors of
Pamuxet and reconstimuee the old com-
ity at a site near Plymouth, Moo
ambiious seill, b hoped o use his in-
flaemce on the English ro make ohis
niw Paruxer the cemrer af the
Wampanoag confederarion, thereby
seripping the sachemship from Mas-
sasgit. To accomplish these poals, as
Giovernor Beadiord lacer recounied, he
inteided o play (e Indisns. and Eng-
Irth agrainst each athee
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The scheme was risky, not least be-
cause the ever-suspicious Massasoit
had sent one of his pnicse, Hobamaok,
o Phvmowth as a monitor. Sometinmes
Hobamiok and Thsquantum worked to-
gether, as when the pair helped the Pil-
Erims nepotiare & rreaty with the Mass-
achumett to the north. They slso helped
establish & cruce with the Nawsetr of
Cape Cod after Governor Beadiord
agreed o pay back the losses cawsed by
the colonists' carlier grave robbking
cure enough thas they held a fease of
thanksgiving. Massasoir showed up with
“some nincty men,” Winslow [ater re-
called, most of them with wespons. The
Pilgrim milieis responded by marching
aroumd and firing their gons in the air in
a manner intended to comvey menace,
Gratified, both sides sar dovwn, are 2 log
of food wnd complained shout the Nar-
rogansert. Eooed Thanksghing.

All the while, Bradford wrote,
Tisquantum “sought his own ends and

played his own game. " Covertly he tried
o persuaie other Wampanoag that he
coukd better protect them aguinst the
MNareagansett than Massasost. In case of
artack, Tiwquantum claimed, he could
respond with as many Tncan troops —
plus the Pilgrims. To sdvance his case,
Tisquantum told othes Tndians thas the
toretgners had “buried in the ground” a
cache of the ngent that had caused che

epidemic anil that he could manipalare
ehem into unloashing it

Even as Tisquantum attempted to
foment distrost of Massusoit among
the Indians, he rold the colonists that
Massusoit was going to double-cross
them by lesding a joint attack with che
Marragansert on Plymouth. Then be
tried tricking the Pilgrims into attack-
ing the sachem.

In the spring of 1623 Tisquantum
went with a delegarion of Pilgrims to
the Massachusett in Boston Harbor.
Minutes after they departed, acconding
tos Bl fiwred, onee of the surviving Parus-

et "im seeming great fear” imformied the
setthers that the Namaganeett and Mas-
sasoir were planning o ssck, Appar-
enthy Tisquantum belicved that the
codonists, upon hearing this news,
wonilid rese upr and kill Massasoit, Since
Tesgquantum was awang his hands would
seem clean, Instead, everyvthing wemt
awry Lipon hearing the news of an im-
pending ateack, Bradford ordered the
firmg of 2 canmon to call back the dele-
gaton, including Tisquantum. Mean-
while Hobamok, who had acquired
some English, indignantly denled the
rumas. Then in & move thar Tisquannom
had not anticipated, Bradford sent
Hobamok's wife to Massasoit’s home to
find ot whit be was up to. She tepain-
e that “alf was quiet.” When Massasoit
fowamed cust aboust the plot, he demended
that the Pilgrims send Tisquantem to
him for a quick execation.

Bradford refused; Tisquantum’s
language skills were oo viral
Tisquantum is ane of my subjpeces,



Massasoir sadd. You Pllgrims have no
jurisdicrion crer him. And he offered
o losd of for to sweeren che deal.
When the colomy stll woubd sot sur-
render Tsgquantum, Winslow wrodc,
Massasoit sent o messenger with a
knife and vold Bradiond 1o lop off
Tisquantum’s hands and head, To
nu.l:ehi:llih]ﬂr_luur:rﬂ clearer, he
summaned Hobamok home and cut
off all contact with the Pilgrime M-
fensmve fartifications. Berween mad-
May and mid-July, their crops
withered fow lack of ruin. Begause the
w:mpa.lltu.; had Hﬁppl.-d tr..ld.'i'rl._
with them, the Pilgrirm wmild not be
abile to supplement their harvest.

MNow a marked man, Tisguantam
was unible oo take a step outside of
Phmowth without an escore. Soncthe-
Iess, he sccompanied Bradiord on s
tap to southeast Cape Cod o negoti-
aite anocher pact. They were on the way
home when Tisquantum soddendy be-
came sick. He died after a fow dovs

Imi thye meesr decade ens of thousands
of Europeans came o Massachuserts.
Massasoit shepherded his people
through the wave of serbement. and the
pect he signed with Phmouth lasted for
e than po vesrs. Only in 1674 did one
of his sons, angered by the colonises’
lrws, launch what was perhaps an in-
evitshle serack  Indians from dozens of
groups joined in. The conflcr, hraral
and sad, tone theough MNew England.

The Esropeans won. Historians at-
mribwere et of the viceony o Endian un-
willlingacs to match the Evnopesn tac-
tie of massacring whole villages.
Another reason was manpower—hy
then the colonises sutnumbered the
Matrves, Groups like the Maragansert,
which had been spared by the epedem-
ic of 1hoh, had been ceushed by o gmall
pox epademic in 1633. A third vo half of
the emaining Indians in Mew England
dicd of European discases. The People
of the First Light could avoid or adape
gty Ewropean technologr bt tog o Ew-
rispean germs. Their sscicties wene de-
stroved by weapons their opponents
could not control and did not even

know they possessed. (o]
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