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L.sa Melvl 2
Homicice Historan

St e mo

How dd you hear about finy

murder?

lisa Me'vile: [ um « vustee in the Wilden Histonel
Society and [ heard a couple of tolks talking about it th

Theye's an old manuscript about the history of Waiden il
the murder is mentioned in there. it very eenerally, Sa |

looked it up and became interested in- rescarching it
Sothat's how the jowrney began.

LIVI: Yes. The more T deg into it the more engrossed |

became.
You must enjoy history,

LM: T do. very mueh, Lol history is veny inteyesting 1.,

My mother was into history and gol me into i from an caly



age. [ have a master’s degree m history, which is
different than ny hachclor's inenvironmental
plannina, which is oy diy job. So hivtory s hohby
al mine. Tenjoy all aspects of history, Especially the
people of the past. The nistikes that people made
back then. ontortmatehy people heep making the

samie mistkes. You feara that by studyime histors.

This Walden murdes was @ miystery at first.

Were you e reading mystesies as i kid?

M2 Not only mysieries, more listory books. But 1
really emoy shows like CSTand Bones, which are
about my steries and murders. i interested inhow
people kil cuch other mnd the horeible ways it has

higppened throughout history,

How Jony did the rescarch tnto the marder
tthe !

LAty hecise T wasn't working on it full
timce, it tonk me about fot or ive years, ook my
time with it md evers time T went baek to it 1 fomnd

ont mare mformation.
What kind of reseirch did you do?

© st ot the actual court case. The case was
wied in Newburgh, So Twent toy Goshen and eot the
actual case. | read through that and it told me a ot
Iwent throagh afl the dutes in the newspapess frony
Thitt Groe, Jwas areally Dig story arthat e, 1912,
Fven the New York Times coverad il ax well as

pupers all over the state,

So you went 1o hibraries. looked through

microftche?

L'vio Yes, Fdid somie old tashioned rescarchn but the
Internet helped a ot o, 1O sach a great resouree.
I looked through census records et sone
information. The min accused of the madey, Bill
Cirsee was actittdly clectrocuted at Sing Sing, so 1
went 1o their histores! soviety and reviewed the
record of his time there. Twanted o cover the story

from the hegnming to the and.

Waw, When vou read about i ics really a

risly murder.

CTeis 10 abont two drothiers from 1-all River.
M achasetls who come to ave in Wiglden, NY.
Inferestingdy, Fadl Riveris where the Lizzic Borden
tiurder took place: tiey arew up aboutamle fron
her. She was accased of munde ing her parents with
avaxe, but she was foud inmacent. Bill Grace, who

Dad a few different names, was fomnd guilty of

murderme his brother Juck Grace with an axe
Walden. They were working in Walden. anad e wis
soing 1o marry this woman, The problem was that
Bil} was already nigmied: he was a biaamist. Juck

dichiy’t want Bill 1o nvarry her, prohably heciuse he

liked her, o he old Bill that he would reveal their

past. Jack s also s higamise but that face didn't

seetn o bother hint.
This sounds hke the plot of 4 movie,

AT does, It has romanee, lies, violenee, and
murder, so yeah. (Laughys). So Jack wis soing o tell
and Bl got angry and sole his money and jewelry
and kitled lim. Jack was sitting in a Morris chair,
ad Bilt czane up behind and hic him wiih the meat
CJeaver, Then he feft duck's decomposing hody in i

building. where it was discovered a few davs later.

That's absolutely disgosting. So he wis

cunght.

VI Yes, he ended up neurying the wonzn, He had

Just come back front his honeynioon wnd was arnested.

Technology then was o different. They did e some
evidenee, like Jack s missing jewely and money were
with Bill, but it was circumstantial. Now, wih
testing. they woukl

forensic  cquipiient  and

definitely be able @ tell it Bill wis puilty.

What did you conme away from looking into

this murdey for so many years™”?

LM IS @ sad case, beciuse 1% a brother versus
another brother. Every time T walk in Walden and )
pass the building, think of it The place is still there.
Ultimately i st makes me say, again, people
haven't chunged that much since then. Problems
with fansily and other people stilf exist. T thmk i's
important for people o know about where they are
living, Because there are other people thit cone
hefore you and there’s i Jot to Jean there, Soon |
think I'm going o look into another mystery, called
the Black Hand Murder. 1t bhad the samie chiel of

police as this case.

Al your rescarch into this nuarder culminated
into a hook. [t's a nice manoseript. Are vou lookine

for a publisher?

T Tamg Actuadly eontacted o couple of diem and
they suggested thut T ratk with Jocul poblishers,
hecause this i about locad mterest, a focal story.

Publishing. iy o whole other workd. ¢Lanehs).

I agzree. Print publisling is 1ough, hut don’t

ve up. [t accool story,

LM Thank you.
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