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President’s Message 

 The shorter days have made me want to hunker 

down for the day earlier and earlier.  Not only are 

the days getting shorter but so is our Walden 

House  “To Do List”.  Thanks to some extra effort 

by a number of trustees, the Walden House is in pretty good 

shape. 

 I continue to be in contact with MAX Home Improvement 

regarding our new roof. The last update this past weekend is that 

the required roofing materials have been ordered and then we wait 

for delivery of the products.  The Society continues to be so 

appreciative of the generous offer by MAX Home Improvement to 

replace our roof at no cost to the Historical Society. Hopefully the 

next Tattler will be full of pictures of the roof replacement process. 

 I am looking forward to starting the Holiday season with the 

Annual Christmas Tea.  December 3rd from 1 pm to 4 pm the 

Jacob T. Walden House will be open for visitors.  The House will 

be decorated for the Holiday, there will be a log in the fireplace 

and hot refreshments and cookies galore will be served!  The gift 

shop will be open and tickets will be on sale for our Holiday Raffle 

Basket. 

 2024 is just around the corner and we will soon be planning 

activities, speakers and displays for next year.   It is time to dive 

into the archives to see what we can put on display or present as 

a program. 

See everyone at the Christmas Tea.  Barbara 

The students from the Walden Elemen-

tary History Club visited the Walden 

House.  They assisted with the unveil-

ing of the Wooster Historical Marker on 

Elm St and they received their certifi-

cates from the NYS        Archives Part-

nership Trust for winning Honorable 

Mention in the student archive contest 

for their project, The Walden Monument 

Greetings of the Season—Happy Holidays Members and Friends 

Christmas Tea and     

Open House 

Sunday 

December 3, 2023 

1PM to 4PM 

Music, Refreshments, 

Holiday Merriment 



This memorial plaque will soon have 

a new home at the Walden Municipal 

Building where it will be displayed in 

honor of the men who fought in    

WW 1.  Freemen’s Lodge No. 170 

was a chapter of the IOOF, Interna-

tional Order of Oddfellows.  Charles 

E Whitehead, listed at the top, was 

killed in action on July 18, 1918.  His 

service card is below.  

In the 1910 census he was 21 years 

old, working as a furniture salesman 

living with his parents and his sister 

Bessie on Bank Street in Walden. 



This memorial plaque honors the men who worked at 

the Walden Knife Company which closed in 1926.  

Grover Sheldon is on both this plaque and the IOOF 

plaque.  However, at the beginning of August Shel-

don was rejected by the Exemption Board and again 

at the end of the month he was discharged with an 

industrial exemption. Eventually he served in the Ar-

my from March 1918 to April 1919. 

Upon his return to Walden, Sheldon got a chance in 

July 1919 to try out for the Chicago White Sox.  It’s 

probably lucky for him that he didn’t make the cut. 



One of Walden’s earliest encounters with the War in Europe was in 
1915 when the British placed a large order for pocketknives for the 

troops with the Walden Knife Company. 
Called “Little Sheffield” Walden became the location of a thriving war 

production effort aiding the British Army. 

On May 7, 1915, the 
entire shipment of 

Walden knives sank 
with the Lusitania. 

The employees of the Walden Knife Company showed their 
support of the war effort in this photograph urging residents 

to buy Liberty Bonds. 
 

In the first Liberty Loan Drive of 1917, Walden subscribed 
$22,000.00, far over and above its quota. 

 
In the second Drive, Walden subscribed $130,600.00 with a 

quota of $88,500.00. 
 

Again, in the Third Drive, Walden subscribed $149,900.00. 





This plaque is 

on the           

reverse of  

this simple 

stone in the 

triangle on 

Scofield and 

Orchard 

At the March 1st 

meeting of the 

Board of Trustees 

it was resolved to 

raise by taxation 

and expend $1000 

to hold a 

“Community Wel-

come” celebration 

for the returning 

servicemen from 

the Village of Wal-

den on July 4th or 

such other suitable 

date as may be   

selected.  



The American Legion pro-

duced this booklet in 

1924.  It recorded the 

names of Walden’s ser-

vicemen who participated 

in WW1. 
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Walden At War
1915—1918

Mary Ellen Matise, Village of Walden Historian, 2018

If you would like to learn more 

about life in Walden during 

WW1 or to schedule a show-

ing of the 100th Anniversary 

program, contact Mary Ellen 

Matise, Village Historian at 

845-778-1369.   

Thomas W Bradley is best known in 

Walden as a hero of the Civil War.  

However, he also played a signifi-

cant roll during WW1 as the retired 

Congressman for the 20th District.  

He was in great demand as a public 

speaker, and when America entered 

the European War he was chosen to 

serve on the local Exemption Board 

in Middletown, NY.  The Board re-

viewed the draft notices of the men 

called to arms and determined their 

eligibility to serve. 

Thank you to the Walden Veterans’ Banner committee for providing this new banner honor-

ing Col. Bradley.  It commemorate his war service, and it also recognizes his business ac-

complishments and community service.  


